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" The great independent States of the Far East have
enacted laws forbidding or abolishing slavery; this
institution has been forbidden since 1909 in China.
The prohibition was renewed on March 10, 1912, by the
new provisional penal code of the Chinese Republic, and
reinforced by Article 9 of the Regulation of December
24, 1914. In Siam, slavery has been virtually sup-
pressed since 1874 by an Act which liberated all children
born after 1868 on attaining their majority. An Act
of 1905 definitely abolished slavery. Japan has extended
the prohibition of slavery to its mandated territories.''
" The status of slavery is to-day recognised by law only
in certain Asiatic countries, such as Thibet . . . and
in most of the Mohammedan States of the East, such
as Afghanistan, the Hedjaz and other Arabian States/'
" It should be observed that the measures taken by the
European Governments to suppress slavery in their
colonies have often caused serious political and economic
disturbances, and it is to their credit that they have not
hesitated to assume such serious responsibilities and have
consented to such important sacrifices in the work of
emancipation. The States in whose territory slavery
still exists as a legal institution will doubtless have to
face similar difficulties in suppressing it. This will be
aggravated by the fact that the legality of this institu-
tion is sanctioned for the Mohammedans in the Holy
Book, on which their religion is based, and in Abyssinia
by old traditions." l
Outside the legal profession very few people seem
to realise how far-reaching and beneficent are the
ramifications of British law with regard to slavery*
1 A. 19. 1935* VL p. 3.